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1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 The purpose of this report is to give an overview of current and emerging national updates 
related to education. 

 

   
   

2.0 SUMMARY   
   

2.1 The Attainment Scotland Fund Evaluation: Headteacher Survey 2018 was published on 30th 
May 2019.  The report presents findings from a recent survey of headteachers of schools in 
receipt of support from the Attainment Scotland Fund (ASF). The survey was commissioned by 
the Scottish Government's Learning Analysis Unit to inform the wider evaluation of ASF. 

 

   
2.2 After criticisms of the Scottish National Standardised Testing in Primary 1, the Scottish 

Government commissioned an independent review of testing.  The review concluded that the 
tests should continue and the Scottish Government has published responses to the review and 
stakeholder groups as well as advice and guidance.  

 

   
   

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  
   

3.1 The Education and Communities Committee is asked to note the national updates on the 
Attainment Challenge and Scottish National Standardised Assessments. 

 

   
  

Ruth Binks 
Corporate Director 
Education, Communities & Organisational Development 

 

 
 



 
4.0 BACKGROUND  

   
4.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.2 
 

The Attainment Scotland Fund was established to support the Scottish Attainment Challenge in 
2015. The Scottish Attainment Challenge prioritises improvements in literacy, numeracy and 
health and wellbeing of children adversely affected by the poverty-related attainment gap in 
Scotland's primary and secondary schools. This built on a range of existing initiatives and 
programmes focused on raising attainment and reducing inequity for children in Scotland, and 
aimed to support schools, local authorities and partners to develop and deliver approaches 
tailored to their own circumstances.  Inverclyde is an Attainment Challenge Authority. 
 

SNSA testing was introduced in the academic year 2017/18.  School children in P1, P4, P7 and S3 
complete online standardised assessments in literacy and numeracy as part of everyday learning 
and teaching. 

The assessments help to identify children’s progress, providing diagnostic information to support 
teachers' professional judgement.   
The assessments are as inclusive as possible to accommodate the needs of children and young 
people who require additional support. 
There is no pass or fail and children and young people do not have to revise or prepare for these 
assessments. 
 

 

   
   

5.0 CURRENT POSITION  
   

5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 

 

Attainment Scotland Fund Evaluation: Headteacher Survey 2018 

This report presents findings from a recent survey of headteachers of schools in receipt of support 
from the Attainment Scotland Fund (ASF). The survey was commissioned by the Scottish 
Government's Learning Analysis Unit to inform the wider evaluation of ASF. 

The Attainment Scotland Fund consists of several strands of ASF funding including the Challenge 
Authorities and Schools Programmes, Pupil Equity Funding, as well as a number of National 
Programmes. This funding is distributed in a number of different ways: via local authorities, directly 
to schools and directly to national organisations. In 2017/18 the three main strands of the Scottish 
Attainment Challenge supported by the ASF were: 

1. Challenge Authorities Programme. Provides targeted funding to the 9 local authorities with 
the highest concentration of pupils living in SIMD 1 and 2 areas. The local authorities 
develop strategic plans to drive forward improvements in their primary and secondary 
schools. Funding is provided via local authorities. 

2. Schools Programme. Funding to individual schools outwith challenge authorities, where 
70% or more pupils live in SIMD 1 and 2 areas. Currently 74 schools across Scotland, with 
funding provided via local authorities. 

3. Pupil Equity Funding. Provides additional funding to schools on the basis of the number of 
Primary 1 to S3 pupils eligible for free school meals - reaching 95% of schools across 
Scotland in 2017/18. Funding is provided via grant funding to local authorities. 

The report identifies the findings across the key themes addressed through the survey: 

 Views on the Attainment Scotland Fund; 

 Funded interventions and approaches; 

 Use of data and evaluation; 

 



 Impact and sustainability; 

 Governance and administration; and 

 Pupil Equity Funding. 

The full report is attached as Appendix 1 and can be accessed via the following link: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/evaluation-attainment-scotland-fund-headteacher-survey-2018/ 

The Inverclyde Attainment Challenge team continue to work with the Scottish Government and 
Education Scotland to evaluate progress and ensure that evidence-based interventions are used 
to drive forward improvements and close the attainment gap.   

   
5.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scottish National Standardised Assessments (SNSAs): review 2019  
 
After criticisms of the test, the Scottish Government commissioned an independent review of the 
SNSAs in Primary One.  Between January and March 2019, the review gathered information – 
conducting stakeholder interviews, inviting written feedback and examining the submissions to and 
findings from the P1 Practitioner Forum and the Education and Skills Committee’s Inquiry into the 
SNSA. Visits to schools were also undertaken to observe the SNSA being delivered to Primary 
One children in real time. 
 
The conclusions of the review were published alongside a set of recommendations, both for the 
Scottish Government and for local authorities.  The review concludes that it is beneficial for the 
SNSA tests to continue, albeit with important modifications and the establishment of additional 
guidance and support for practitioners – to ensure they deliver their intended value as low stakes, 
diagnostic assessments. The review found that the assessments can provide an additional source 
of objective, nationally consistent information about where a child is performing strongly, and 
where he or she might require further support. 

The full review, the Scottish Government Responses, Year 2 progress report and draft 
improvement activity can all be found at the link below but the full report and the Scottish 
Government response are attached to this report as Appendix 2. 

  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-national-standardised-assessments-review-2019/ 
 
Inverclyde Education Services have provided guidance to practitioners on the administration of the 
SNSA tests.  This guidance has been devised in consultation with teaching unions.  Inverclyde, 
has previously used standardised testing and offered to be part of the review because of the 
positive experience of administering and analysing standardised tests in a culture of collegiality 
based on improvement.  Education Services will continue to work with the Scottish Government 
and Education Scotland to monitor and review administration of the tests. 

 

 

   
6.0 IMPLICATIONS  

   
 Finance  
   

6.1 Financial Implications:  
 
One off Costs  
Cost Centre Budget 

Heading 
Budget  
Years 

Proposed 
Spend this 
Report £000 

Virement 
From 

Other Comments 

N/A 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/evaluation-attainment-scotland-fund-headteacher-survey-2018/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-national-standardised-assessments-review-2019/


 
 
 

  
Annually Recurring Costs/ (Savings)  
Cost Centre Budget 

Heading 
With 
Effect 
from 

Annual Net 
Impact 
£000 

Virement 
From (If 
Applicable) 

Other Comments 

N/A 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 Legal  
   

6.2  N/A.  
   
 Human Resources  
   

6.3 N/A.  
   
 Equalities  
   

6.4 Has an Equality Impact Assessment been carried out? 
 
 Yes  See attached appendix 

  
This report does not introduce a new policy, function or strategy or recommend 
a change to an existing policy, function or strategy.  Therefore, no Equality 
Impact Assessment is required. 

 No 
 

 

   
 Repopulation  
   

6.5 N/A  
   
   

7.0    CONSULTATIONS  
   

7.1 N/A  
   
   

8.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS  
   

8.1 None.  
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